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we are witnessing some gigantic collision or cataclysm which occurred in the depths of space long ages ago. We must modify our conception of the present. As we include within our gaze an ever-widening sphere of space, we are at the same 'time transferred ever more remotely into the ages of the past. Our journeys into the distant regions of space are at the same time journeys backwards along the stream of time.
Some persons have even suggested a still more daring speculation. It has already been stated that light travels at the rate of 186,000 miles a second. It follows that, at a point distant from the Earth 186,000 miles, we should see the Earth as it was a second before. Plunging still further into space, we should reach points from which the Earth would appear as it had been an hour previously, a day previously, a year previously, and so on indefinitely. Now it is an axiom of science that no motion can ever be lost; and the sethereal undulations of light, if not absorbed, must continue travelling for ever into the depths of space. For a knowledge of the condition of the Earth at any special past period, it is only necessary, therefore, to take up our position at a distance from the Earth where the light emitted during that period is just arriving. The whole history of the Earth is written in expanding spheres of light stretching away to infinite distance. Every event that has occurred upon the Earth is now working its effect upon the aether at some remote region of space; nor is it possible to go back so far in our history that we cannot indicate a part of space where that history is now being recorded in present time, and would leave its impress upon any photographic plate of sufficient delicacy to receive it. It has been suggested, then, that the history of our Earth may be reflected back to us, possibly by intelligent beings in another part of space, possibly by a device of our own to catch it, so to speak, and fetch it back. If this wild speculation could ever be realized, and if our instruments could be refined to an infinite degree, we might yet be able